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Individual Friend of the Arts 
Sharon Munson

	 Sharon Munson has proven her 
p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d p e r s o n a l  
dedication to the arts in Southeast 
Wisconsin.  She was honored along 
with the Allyn Foundation at the 
Winter 2011 Quarterly Member 
Meeting, held at Lake Lawn Lodge 
in Delavan. 
 Sharon has  dedicated over forty 
years of personal and professional 
leadership to the arts  in Walworth 
County. She has served as  a music 
educator for over 30 years  in each 
of the schools in the Big Foot Area 
–  Reek, Fontana, Sharon, 
Walworth, North Walworth and Big 
Foot. During this time she has 
instilled an appreciation for and a 
love of music in thousands of young 
people. 
	 She has a remarkable ability to remember all of her 
students, follow and support them long after they have 
moved on from her classroom.
	 In addition to teaching music, Sharon has also had a 
strong commitment to integrating all of the arts into the 
curriculum for young people. In this  regard she has been 
instrumental over the years in promoting parent groups to 

support things like “The Picture Lady program” and “Visiting 
Artists” in the schools.
	 Sharon also served as  an adjunct professor in the Music 
Education Department of the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater, passing on her strong teaching and music skills 
to the next generation of music educations.
 (Cont’d to page 2.)
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From the desk of Lois Morava
WCAC President
	
 It is  a pleasure to introduce our new board members  to 
all of you – David and Sandra Conrad and Mary Godfrey.
	 Sandi and Dave Conrad have been seasonal owners in 
Williams Bay since 1987 and became full time residents in 
2007. Music and golf are their special joys. They sang in 
their church choir in Indiana and continue at the UCC 
Church in Williams Bay. A member of the Country 
Gentlemen Barbershop Chorus, Dave also plays the piano.
 Dave spent his  entire career in the property/casualty 
insurance data services business in Chicago and 
Indianapolis  where he was  President and CEO of the 
National Independent Statistical Service. Sandi’s  career 
centered around interior decorating and design.
 Since retiring to Wisconsin, Dave and Sandi have 
initiated and coordinated a program to teach students in 
Grades  3 – 6 about transplant awareness and donation. The 
program is called G.O.A.L. – Gift of a Lifetime, an interactive 
program with the students participating in a role play after a 
PowerPoint presentation on kidney function, disease and 
transplantation by a health care professional.
	 In its 4th year, the program has reached over 1,000 
public and private school students. Dave received a kidney 
transplant from his brother over 27 years ago. 
 Mary Godfrey came to Elkhorn from Green County in 
1958 after completing her nurse’s  training at Methodist 
Hospital in Madison and working there. She took family 
leave from her career to rear six children and then resumed 
nursing, working for a doctor. She now volunteers at UW-
Whitewater and Hospice Care.
 Musical activities  and bridge are two of Mary’s primary 
interests. She has been a member of the Southern Lakes 
Masterpiece Chorale since its inception, sings in the UCC 
church choir in Elkhorn and is  on the Music Committee. Her 
delight is  being one of the “Day Lillies”, an a capella  group 
of 40 women who gather in Janesville to sing harmony.
	 Dave, Sandi, and Mary have a common bond in their 
love of and participation in music. New board members 
mean new ideas and enthusiasm to help implement the 
many educational programs  and activities the Arts  Council 
sponsors. 
	 To each a warm and hearty welcome is extended.

Sharon Munson
(Cont’d. from page 1)
Active in the community as well, Sharon has provided 
leadership throughout the years for the area Masterpiece 
Chorale and also served on the board that brought symphony 
performances to Walworth County for many years. 
 Sharon has also served in leadership roles  with her 
church over the years. She currently serves as the Director of 
Music and the Chancel Choir Director for the United Church 
of Christ-Congregational in Delavan, Wisconsin. Under her 
leadership the program has expanded. In recent years she 
has undertaken the challenge of presenting two madrigal 
productions that have included musicians and actors from 
several area churches. She has also developed a Fine Arts 
Series  for the community that has included performances  by 
outstanding musicians from the greater Southern Wisconsin 
area, as well as  an Artists’ Walk to highlight the talents  of 
local painters, sculptors, and potters.
	 Beginning three years ago, Sharon created and directed a 
week-long Fine Arts  Day Camp for elementary children each 
summer, exposing them to all aspects  of the arts  in a  fun and 
learning environment. The 50 area youth that participated in 
the 2011 camp studied arts, drama, dance, creative writing, 
percussion and culinary arts, with their week culminating in a 
day at the Milwaukee Art Museum. Sharon has worked 
tirelessly on this project, soliciting financial support that has 
not only made this a very affordable program for the children, 
but also provided partial and full scholarships for those in 
need. 
	 For three years Sharon has  also been involved with 
the Black Point Estate, helping to make this local 
architectural treasure available to the public. She has served 
as a docent, led school programs at the site, and more 
recently has served as the Coordinator of all volunteers  at 
Black Point.
	 Sharon serves as a member of the Board of the 
Walworth County Arts  Council. Here she has taken leadership 
responsibility for bringing the Wisconsin Youth Symphony, the 
Florentine Opera, and the Wisconsin Opera into area schools. 
She was  instrumental in having the Arts Council expand their 
scholarship program to include an annual scholarship to a 
county young person pursuing advanced education and 
training in the field of music. She also helps to coordinate the 
Quarterly Meetings for the Arts Council.
 Sharon is truly a “friend of the arts” in all she does.

*The Corporate Friend of the Arts  Award for 2011, the Allyn 
Foundation, will be awarded and an article published in the 
Summer 2012 Newsletter. 

WANTED:  ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

The Walworth County Arts  Council is  seeking a new 
Administrative Assistant, as  Laura Jacobs-Welch will be 
leaving us to give 100% attention to her business, Brick 
Street Market.  This is a contracted part-time position/
paid on a time and charges basis.  The position requires 
the person to be computer literate, have an interest in 
promoting the arts, have organizational skills, and a 
willingness  to work with various WCAC committees. For 
more information contact Lois Morava at 262-245-6138.   
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Arts Council Members peruse the exhibit.

Save the Date: Sunday, April 22
Elementary Arts Awards 2012
	
 Student artists  and their parents will gather once again on Sunday, April 22 to exhibit and view a grand display of 
creativity in the Walworth County Elementary Art Exhibit. The exhibit is  held annually at the Elkhorn Area Middle School and 
is regarded by teachers and families as one of the best events of a young artist’s school year.
 Last year’s event, the 30th, was attended by students from 14 schools, and 600 of their parents and friends. Only one 
piece of artwork is  allowed per student, and teachers  may only nominate 10 students. Teachers’ responses each year are 
extremely favorable. Join us and support the youngest of our arts communities!

In Appreciation

The members below have chosen to 
support the Walworth County Arts 
Council as Sponsor and Patron. We 
thank them and all our members for 
their support!

Sponsor

Allyn Foundation
Chapin Foundation

Patron
Joyce Atkinson

Mary Beers
Betty Bitner
Don & Connie Brick
Irene Buckingham
Marshall & Gay Burmeister
David & Sandra Conrad
Carol Dinsmore 
Andy & Chris Groth
Ginny Hall
Sally Harper
Don & Emily Henderson
Richard & Jean Honeyager
Jo Ann Hobbs
Robert & Gerry Jennings
Cheryl & Ed Kaufenberg

Calvin & Joan  Kuder
Tina Lendman, The Dance Factory
Ruth Lindgren
Mary Kaye Merwin
Dennis Miller, Kikkoman Foods
George & Lois Morava
Edith Niederer
Lois O’Brien
Donna Olson
Robert Rauland, The Rauland 
Agency
Dick Roeder
Elisabeth Schneider
Mrs. Thomas Stuhley

WCAC SUPPORTS “OPERA FOR THE YOUNG”

 Opera for the Young (OFY), based in Madison, WI, 
was in Walworth County in February for performances  of 
“Hansel and Gretel” at Turtle Creek, Wileman, and Darien 
Elementary Schools.  
	  The Arts  Council provided a $250 contribution 
that was divided equally for the two performances.  Opera 
for the Young brings live professional opera to elementary 
school audiences. Teachers  receive extensive materials in 
advance to prepare the students.  The music staff in each 
school selects  and trains a chorus  of students to actually 
participate in the opera.  These students  appear onstage 

in chorus and cameo roles, performing for their peers  with 
the professional artists.  
 The traveling troupe comes complete with sets, 
props, and costumes for all.  With about one hour’s 
rehearsal as a total cast, the opera is  performed for the 
students.  Following the performance, the students  have 
an opportunity to ask questions and talk with the cast.  
	 This is a wonderful learning program for 
elementary students.  It was  a joy to see the intense 
interest of all of the students  in the audience and to hear 
their very good questions  after the performance.  
Encourage your local school district to consider 
sponsoring OFY in the future.  

The WCAC Newsletter
Published by the Walworth County Arts Council.
President ...................	 Lois Morava, 245-6138
Vice President ...........	 Ron Pippitt, 728-0458
Secretary ................... 	 Carol Dinsmore, 728-6077
Treasurer ...................	 Mary Kaye Merwin, 740-1842

Newsletter Editor ... Laura Jacobs-Welch, (262) 745-5588. 
Published in  February, May, August, October. Please address all 
inquiries, membership dues,  and contributions to:	W C A C , P O 
Box 446, Delavan, WI 53115. 

For additional  Arts Council news, check our our website at 
www.walworthcountyartscouncil.org or address inquiries by 
email to: info@walworthcountyartscouncil.org. 

http://www.walworthcountyartscouncil.org
http://www.walworthcountyartscouncil.org
mailto:info@walworthcountyartscouncil.org
mailto:info@walworthcountyartscouncil.org
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Spring	 Quarterly	 Meeting 2012
 FEATURING... LOCAL FOLK ART

DATE:	 	 Tuesday, March 20, 2012

WHERE:	 The Red Geranium, 393 N. Edwards Blvd, Lake Geneva (just behind Walgreen Drug Store)

TIME:	 	 11:30 a.m. registration and 12:00 noon luncheon followed by program

COST:  $19.00 per person includes a choice of appetizer, entrée, and dessert with coffee, tea, or soda. Choose from 
  menu at the restaurant.

PROGRAM:	 One of the new forms of folk art that is appearing all over Walworth County is large and colorful barn quilts.  
These quilts, painted onto weather resistant plywood, are a charming addition to the already scenic countryside of Walworth 
County.  The quilts are a program of UW Extension of Walworth County and Peg Reedy gives  leadership to the program.  Peg 
will be our speaker and she will have a power point presentation to give you an up-front view of all of the quilts.  

This  fall, WCAC is  planning a local bus tour, led by Ginny Hall that will not only allow you to see the quilts  in real life, but also 
learn a bit about the history of the farm and the background of the quilt.  The date for the tour will be announced at the 
luncheon so that you can mark your calendar and sign up early, as seating will be limited. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RESERVATION FORM FOR MARCH 20, 2012 QUARTERLY MEETING

NAME(S):  _____________________________________________________________

	         _____________________________________________________________

ENCLOSED IS _____________ @ $19.00 per person. 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO WCAC, AND RETURN BY MARCH 12, 2012 TO:
Walworth County Arts Council, P.O. Box 446, Delavan, WI 53115.

Friend of the Arts
(Continued from Fall Newsletter 2011.)

2004 - 8th Annual 
D. Schuyler Davies, Individual – 
Delavan attorney and choral director of 
the UCC Church choir for more than 30 
years, and strong supporter of the 
popular Christmas  Cantata. He loved 
barbershop and arranged songs  for 
barbershop quartets for many years. 


Lake Geneva Community Orchestra, 
Corporate -  (LGCO) is a community 
orchestra. In existence since the early 
1970s (when it was named Lake Geneva 
Civic Orchestra), the group was 
revitalized in 1990 under the LGCO 
name. Players range in age from 13 – 73, 
offers outreach programs to local school 
districts, as well as  traveling to schools, 
parks and nearby venues. 
 2005 – 9th Annual
Joan Grommes Franzen, Individual – 
Joan’s  work organizing “Art by the Bay” 
in Williams Bay and her teaching of art 

skills  for the Williams Bay recreation 
program were recognized.

St. Benedict’s Catholic Church, 
Co rpora te – recogn i zed fo r i t s 
sponsorship of numerous  concerts 
featuring a variety of groups and music 
over numerous years.

(Note from Laura:
Due to a formatting error, this section 
w a s n o t p r i n t e d i n t h e l a s t 
newsletter. )

 MSO Alert
Just a reminder of the remaining MSO Friday morning concerts:
March 9 	 	 Tschaikovsky: Fourth Symphony
April 27  Debussy’s  : La Mer Edo de Waart
June 8	 	 	 The Firebird
For the March 9 concert, extra luncheon reservations must be ordered by March 1. Call Lois Morava at 245-6138. Beef is on 
the menu. If you need a Lenten substitute, call Lois.
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Give yourself a treat * * * Come and join us at the Friday morning MSO Concerts. An additional 15 WCAC members can be 
accomodated with premier first floor seats and no driving or parking. Edo de Waart will conduct three concerts with star piano 
and violin soloists.

MSO FRIDAY CONCERT SERIES 2012

September 14, 2012 	 Gilbert Varga, conductor, Frank Almond, soloist
	 	 	 Mendolssohn: Hebrides Violin Concerto
November 9, 2012	 Christopher Koenig, conductor
	 	 	 Weber: Der Freischutz
	 	 	 Schubert: Symphony
January 25, 2013	 Edo de Waart, conductor, Joseph Kalichstein, soloist
	 	 	 Mozart: Piano Concerto
March 8, 2013	 	 Edo de Waart, conductor, Nadia Salerno-Sonnenberg, soloist
	 	 	 Bruch: Violin Concerto No. One
	 	 	 Dvorak: Symphony No. Nine
May 3, 2013 	 	 Francesco Lecce-chong, conductor, Augustine Hadzlich, soloist
   Strauss: : Till Eulenspiegels’ Merry Pranks
	 	 	 Mozart: Overture to Idomeneo
May 24, 2013	 	 Edo de Waart, conductor
	 	 	 Brahms: Symphonies One and Four
	 	 	
Good News: Prices remain the same as the 2011-2012 season. Your reservation includes concert tickets, transportation, “Behind 
the Notes” or a Fashion Show prior to each concert.
 The price of “Lunch with the Stars” at the Bradley Pavilion has not yet been set. You will receive information and options as 
soon as they are available.
 Bus leaves “Park and Ride” lot north of Culver’s in Elkhorn on Hwy 12/67 at 9:00 a.m. and arrives at the Marcus Center at 
10:00 a.m. The bus will leave the Marcus Center at 3:00 p.m. and arrive in Elkhorn by 4:00 p.m. “Behind the Notes” and/or the 
Bradley Pavilion Fashion show will begin at 10:15 a.m. and last about 30 minutes. The concert begins at 11:15 a.m. and ends 
about 12:45 p.m. This  year two payment options are again being offered. See below for specifics. For more information, call Lois 
Morava at (262) 245-6138. 

WCAC-MSO Friday Series ticket reservations due May 26, 2012.

Name	
Address	
City	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 	 Zip	
Email	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Phone	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Amount enclosed	 $ 

_______ New Subscriber
_______ Concert Tickets & Transportation @ $366.00 full payment.	 	 	 _______	Renew my present seat
_______	Option A. 1st payment @ $183.00 by May 29, 2012.
_______	Option B. Balance of $183.00 due August 18, 2012.	 	 	 	 	 	

Send form and payment to WCAC, P.O. Box 446, Delavan, WI 53115.



Join the Walworth County Arts Council
	 The Walworth County Arts  Council, est. 1968, is a not-for-profit service organization advancing the importance and 
growth of the arts and cultural activities throughout Walworth County. Its  membership includes participating artists and 
musicians, students, agencies, businesses and concerned citizens who together represent widely varied backgrounds and 
interest in the arts.

Sponsor Membership:
$1000 and above	 	 	 $500	 	 	 $300

Patron Membership:
$250	 	 	 $100 	 	 	 $50

Regular Membership:
$35 Couple	 	 $25 Individual	 	 	 $5 Student

Name ( s)

Address

City	 	 	 	 	 	 State	   	 	 	 Zip

Telephone	 	 	 	 	 	 Email Address

Mail with check to: WCAC, P.O. Box 446, Delavan, WI 53115. Any questions about membership can be addressed to Laura 
in Delavan at (262) 745-5588.

Walworth County Arts Council
P.O. Box 446
Delavan, WI 53115


