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   A Quarterly Newsletter 

 T h e c o u n t y w i d e 
prizewinners in the Walworth 
C o u n t y A r t s C o u n c i l ʼ s 
“Winning Words”  writ ing 
competition were announced 
at the Arts Councilʼs annual 
awards dinner held on June 
13 at Beasley Hall on the 
campus of George Williams 
College of Aurora University 
in Williams Bay.  Amber 
Rempert received $300 for 
her first place essay entitled 
“Bumbling Fear.”  Amber is a 
student at Badger High 
School, and Ms. Kelly King 
was her creative writing 
teacher.  Caroline Brown of Williams Bay High School 
received $200 for winning second place with her essay 
entitled, “Close Encounters of the Japanese Kind.”   Her 
teacher was  Ms. Amy Mitchell.  Domonic Burke from East 
Troy High School won $100 for his essay entitled “Why Earn It 
When You ʻDeserveʼ  It?”  His English teacher was  Mr. Brian 
Wegener.
 Dezarae Polinske won $300 for her first place poem 
entitled “A Musicianʼs Epitaph.”   Dezarae is a student at 
Elkhorn Area High School, and her teachers were Ms. Kerry 

Brockmann and Ms. Meg Green. Ellen 
Krolow of Williams Bay High School 
won $200 for her second-place poem 
entitled “Ode to Leggings.”   Her 
teacher was Ms. Amy Mitchell. Josh 
Bates of Badger High School won 
$100 for his third place poetry entry, 
entitled “Winter Solace.”  His teacher 
was Ms. Kelly King.
 All of the winning entries will be 
published in the Arts Councilʼs future 
quarterly newsletter.
 The Arts Council has sponsored 
the “Winning Words” writing 
competition for ten years with the 
purpose of encouraging young writers 
and promoting writing excellence.
The competition is open to all 

Walworth County high school students.   Schools that submit 
at least ten prose entries to the competition receive local first 
and second prizes. 
Badger High School, Delavan-Darien High School, Elkhorn 
Area High School, and Williams Bay High School received 
local prizes this year.  From all Walworth County high schools, 
144 prose entries were submitted, and 55 poetry entries were 
submitted.  Information will be distributed to teachers in the 
fall regarding next yearʼs contest. The deadline for next year 
will be March 31, 2012.

Keeping the 
ARTS Alive
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Amber Rempert, right, 1st Place Winner - Prose 
Category; Caroline Brown, left, 2nd Place Winner - 
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Arts Council Members peruse the exhibit.

Sharon Munson presenting Anne Marie Scherer - 2011 
Music Scholarship Winner.

Architectural Boat Tour 

Ron Pippitt

An enthusiastic group had a wonderful day at the 
WCAC Architectural Boat Tour.  The weather was not 
entirely cooperative, but we had an excellent tour 
guide who provided a number of fascinating insights 
into the history of the many buildings we saw.  It was 
surprising to learn that the river channel was altered 
around the beginning of the 20th century to reverse its 
flow.

The river tour provided remarkable close-up  views of 
Chicagoʼs diverse architectural history that are 
impossible to see while driving.  It is an experience 
recommended to all who missed it.

In Appreciation

The members  below have chosen to 
support the Walworth County Arts 
Council as  Sponsor and Patron. We 
thank them and all our members for 
their support!

Sponsor

Allyn Foundation
Chapin Foundation

Patron
Joyce Atkinson
Mary Beers
Don & Connie Brick
Irene Buckingham
Marshall & Gay Burmeister
Jim Carlson
David & Sandra Conrad
Carol Dinsmore 
Ginny Hall
Sally Harper
Don & Emily Henderson
Richard & Jean Honeyager
Jo Ann Hobbs
Robert & Gerry Jennings

Cheryl & Ed Kaufenberg
Calvin & Joan  Kuder
Tina Lendman, The Dance Factory
Mary Kaye Merwin
Dennis Miller, Kikkoman Foods
George & Lois Morava
Edith Niederer
Lois O’Brien
Donna Olson
Robert Rauland, The Rauland Agency
Dick Roeder
Mrs. Thomas Stuhley

Tour Participants from L to R: Mary & Joe Brown, 
Jean Pippitt & Carol Dinsmore.
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WINNING WORDS 

First Place Winner, Poetry Category

   
 A Musicianʼs Epitaph

    Dezarae Polinske
         Elkhorn Area High School

The body of

R. Lopez

Musician,

Like a jazz piece,

Missing its swing,

And stripped of its syncopation and brass,

Lies here without air for music to travel,

But the music shall not be silent,

For it will, as happens with music, be played by 
many more,

With different emotions and with an individualʼs 
style,

By the trumpeter,

He was born February 1, 1994

Died 20--

HELP KEEP THE ARTS ALIVE IN SCHOOLS

Lois Morava

In these crass and chaotic times  of recalls, debt limits, “tax the 
rich”, “pay your fair share,” balance the budget, - one VITAL part 
of education that often takes the first “hit” is the ARTS.

Contrary to some thinking, the arts  - music, visual arts, writing – 
are not “fluff” to be idly thrown aside, but imperative to the well-
rounded education of every student, no matter what his/her I.Q., 
athletic prowess, ability or disability, resulting in one’s  unique 
creativity.

Everyone can be creative if encouraged and given some “tools.” 
Critical thinking, linear expansion, no “right or only one answer” 
to problems equal a creative mind. How would scientists, 
mathematicians, businessmen and women, financial planners, 
tradesmen expand their horizons and discoveries without 
creativity?

One poster child for creativity these days is Google, so 
widespread that its name is  now a verb. If the USA is  to regain its   
position as a leader in educating, not just graduating students, 
we need to insist on higher standards and accountability.

Schools now have the legal tools to balance their budgets, lower 
their costs, eliminate debt without cutting programs and 
teachers, especially in the arts. 

We must not lose our art education in all our schools. Find out 
what is happening in your local schools  – public as well as 
private. If programs are being cut, find out why and if you can 
volunteer to help. It is  extremely satisfying working with children 
whose dreams and horizons you may help to expand.

When you see the “little gray cells” connecting the dots, you will 
sigh with pleasure that a light has gone on that one hopes  will 
last a lifetime.

The WCAC Newsletter
Published by the Walworth County Arts Council.
President ...................	 Lois Morava, 245-6138
Vice President ...........	 Ron Pippitt, 728-0458
Secretary ................... 	 Carol Dinsmore, 728-6077
Treasurer ...................	 Mary Kaye Merwin, 740-1842

Newsletter Editor ... Laura Jacobs-Welch, (262) 745-5588.  Published in 
February,  May, August, October. Please address all inquiries, membership 
dues,  and contributions to:	 WCAC, PO Box 446, Delavan, WI 53115. 

For addit ional Arts Counci l news, check out our website at 
www.walworthcountyartscouncil.org or address inquiries by email to: 
info@walworthcountyartscouncil.org. 

http://www.walworthcountyartscouncil.org
http://www.walworthcountyartscouncil.org
mailto:info@walworthcountyartscouncil.org
mailto:info@walworthcountyartscouncil.org
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 WINNING WORDS -  First Place Winner, Prose Category

    Bumbling Fear

         Amber Rempert
   Badger High School

 Every spring, there comes a time when I lazily crawl out from my cocoon of a house and breathe in the fresh outdoors.  
This trudging journey is as unavoidable as the resurgence of life itself.  The movement and sounds all seem foreign against 
the fresh memory of the complete stillness and silence of winter, and the saturated color of the landscape seems only to 
brighten when speckled with budding petals of dandelions.  This time of year, I take it upon myself to go outside just for my 
own enjoyment at least once.  These escapades donʼt last very long.  The dirt climbing up  my sleeve, the pesky buzz of a 
persistent horse fly, and the hoards of dirty box elder parasites are all enough to put me out of ease in the world so many 
others enjoy.  But for maximum enjoyment of the revival of life, I sit on the swing and watch as the gentle, lazy bumblebee rolls 
in the flowerbed with a sort of childish glee.  Nothing can make me smile quite like the peaceful black-and-yellow-suited roly-
poly.  Heʼs such a sweet thing, carrying pollen between flowers and lighting up the world with color.  He dodges around hurting 
those around him so that he many bumble along in as long a life as he can muster.  And yet Iʼm reminded that these gentle 
bumblebees were still the first kind of bee that ever stung me.
 It was many years ago when I was stuck just beyond the edge of toddlerhood and barely on the brink of being a child.  
Marlies Payne, better known as Omi, was my daycare mother.  Back before my father was making a consistently steady and 
strong income on his investments, my mother worked as well, forcing my older sister and me to be placed with some sort of 
babysitter.  Omiʼs was a reasonably small house with a reasonably small backyard, so, naturally, the number of children she 
watched was reasonably small.  As far as I recall, there were two or three children other than my sister and I, but my young, 
egocentric brain was far too concerned with solely myself to take notice of any other people, so please understand if I may be 
mistaken.  But I digress.  It was at this quaint and lovely home that I first encountered the pain of a bee sting.
 One summer day, one of the other children announced that there was a beeʼs nest in the backyard.  Naturally, to a group 
of five-year-olds, this was the highlight of our day, and we rushed to see it.  In the corner of a concrete stairway that led to the 
basement of Omiʼs house was a rushing flurry of bumblebees swimming around in the air.  We all gaped at the black and 
yellow little devils, wide-eyed with wonder.
 My hands and body began to tremble at the thought of one of those little, fuzzy monsters stabbing me with a sliver of pain, 
and I backed up  as I began to cry.  The sheer fear I felt was actually rather astounding, in retrospect.  Just the thought of 
experiencing something supposedly painful at the hands of something so very tiny was enough to send me into a frightened 
frenzy.  However, even though I backed up one or two steps, I couldnʼt bring myself to turn tail and run.  This is likely because 
at this point, all the other children began to giggle at how paranoid I was, and they told me that they would sting me because I 
was afraid.  I canʼt imagine how they believed this would help  me calm down.  Rather, the fear compounded itself into a giant 
mass that eventually caused me to become a threat to the entire  bumblebee community.  Their only fix for this potential 
problem was that I receive a stinger from one of their honey workers.  And I finally understood the pain of a bee sting.
 I cried, of course, as children do when they feel attacked by even the most painless of things.  It was iced and I was 
babied for it, but to this day, I can only feel sorry for that little bumblebee.  When it stuck its hooked stinger into my skin and 
then proceeded to try to return home, even my baby-soft skin was enough to catch that stinger, pulling out all of the beeʼs 
organs as it floated away.  He ended up letting himself die so that I would leave his home alone and run and cry over a swollen 
mark.  He died because I was afraid, and he understood the power of that fear.  And thatʼs why he understood that he had to 
die. 
 It feels strange to me that a bumblebee could be more content and peaceful and at ease than Iʼve ever been.  He doesnʼt 
possess any regret as he reaches his stinger in to defend something larger than himself.  If it were something he didnʼt want to 
do, he wouldnʼt do it.  But he knows his greater purpose and will fight with every inch and fiber of his life to serve that purpose, 
regardless of whether or not it all makes any difference.  In the world, does one beehive change anything?  No.  But if there 
were no bees who droned together, there would be no hives, and with no hives, there could be no flowers, no spring--no 
revival of life.  Upon one of the tiniest creatures of nature stands the largest task one could place on any being, yet the 
bumblebee can carry this burden with ease and peace. 
 As the bumblebee lopes from one flower to the next, he seems to float with a carefree air about him.  There is no rush, 
despite his tiny lifespan.  He will never see much farther than a mile or two away from home, yet he is content and busily 
working.  Every moment of his life is a commitment to his hive, but he still flies as if he were on an endless casual stroll.
 So every spring, I stare at the bounding bumblebee while he lopes on his lazy mission.  Despite all the sickness I taste in 
the dirt between my fingers or the bugs in my hair or allergies in my nose, I watch my step  for the little carrier of life as he 
weaves playfully between the blades in the grass carpet.  And I can only apologize over and over for ever fearing holding a 
prejudice against him.  Somehow, I think he has long since forgiven me. 
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“CLEOPATRA” - WCAC Tour
Monday, October 24th – Reservation deadline Friday, October 14. Save the date on your calendar to see history's most 
famous temptress at the Milwaukee Public Museum – a new international exhibition: "Cleopatra: The Search for the Last Queen of 
Egypt."
 The Walworth County Arts Council will sponsor a bus to this fascinating traveling exhibit featuring 150 artifacts associated with 
the famed Cleopatra VII, the queen who lived from 69 B.C. to 30 B.C. and earned a permanent place in history by becoming the 
lover of two Roman leaders: Julius Caesar and Mark Antony.
 All the artifacts are on exhibit in the United States for the first time, and the Milwaukee stop  will be the show's last in the U.S. 
before going overseas. More than a half-million visitors saw "Cleopatra" in Philadelphia and Cincinnati.  We will be transported to 
Cleopatra's Egypt through a series of galleries displaying golden jewelry, ancient tools and armor, religious relics, statues and 
everyday items including  two 16-foot-tall, 5-ton stone statues of a pharaoh and his queen that once flanked the entrance to an 
ancient temple. An original papyrus document in the show is thought to have been handwritten by Cleopatra.
 "Cleopatra is one of the most enigmatic figures in history, and this exhibition does a wonderful job  of exploring who she really 
was, and depicting the political upheaval that shaped her life," said Jay Williams, Milwaukee Public Museum president.
 The group will depart by  bus from the Elkhorn Park and Ride on Wednesday, October 24th, at 9:00 a.m., arriving back 
at 3:30.  Cost for the tour will be $45.00 for WCAC members and $48.00 for nonmembers.  Lunch is not included.

“CLEOPATRA” 
Monday, October 24, 2011
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

NAME(S)_________________________________________________________  Phone: 

_______ Reservations at $________ Total enclosed:______________________ Email: __________________________

Send reservations and checks payable to Walworth County  Arts Council to: Walworth County  Arts Council, P.O. Box 446, 
Delavan, WI 53115.

FALL QUARTERLY MEETING AND TOUR OF HISTORIC BLACK POINT

	 Save the date of Tuesday, September 27, 2011 for a delightful late afternoon, stepping back into history.  We are arranging 
a special tour of the Black Point Estate on Geneva Lake followed by a leisurely time of visiting and interaction with wine and 
cheese on the lovely wraparound porch at the estate.  
 Black Point, now owned by the State of Wisconsin and open to the public, is  a wonderful Walworth County treasure.  It is  
the 1888 Victorian style summer home of the Conrad Seipp family.  Conrad Seipp was a prominent German brewer from 
Chicago in the mid to late 1800’s.  The home remained in the family for four generations and was  gifted to the state in 2005, 
complete with all of the family’s furnishings.
 Normal entrance to Black Point is  via boat and a climb of over 120 steps  from the lake up to the house.  We will make 
arrangements  for our group to arrive by land.  To do this, we will be meeting guests  at Reek School, located at the corner of 
South Shore Drive and Maple Ridge Road in Linn Township.  We will park at the school and then proceed via car-pooling for the 
final mile down to the estate.  For entrance to the estate, you must be at the school by 4:00. We are looking for volunteers 
who would have a van and be able to help in transporting folks down, as there is very limited room for parking on the 
grounds.   Several of our Art Council members serve as volunteers at Black Point and will serve as your docents for the 
afternoon.  Following a tour of the house and grounds, we will enjoy wine and cheese on the lovely estate porch. Brick Street 
Market in Delavan and our own Laura Jacobs-Welch will provide cheeses and hors d’ oeuvres. Staller Winery, another Walworth 
County business, will provide wines.  You will have an opportunity to sample their goods  and even take home something that 
you really enjoy.
*This event is limited to 40 guests. Send Reservations and check payable to: Walworth County Arts Council, P.O. Box 
446, Delavan, WI 53115. RESERVATION DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 16, 2011.

BLACK POINT TOUR AND MEETING
Tuesday, September 27, 2011
4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

NAME(S)___________________________________________________________	 PHONE: ________________

_______ Reservations at $ __________Total enclosed:________________	 Email: _______________________________________ 

_____I have a van and would be willing to assist with transportation. 

http://www.mpm.edu/
http://www.mpm.edu/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/events/cleopatra/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/events/cleopatra/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/events/cleopatra/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/events/cleopatra/


Join the Walworth County Arts Council
	 The Walworth County Arts  Council, est. 1968, is  a not-for-profit service organization advancing the importance and 
growth of the arts and cultural activities  throughout Walworth County. Its membership includes  participating artists  and 
musicians, students, agencies, businesses and concerned citizens who together represent widely varied backgrounds and 
interest in the arts.

Sponsor Membership:
$1000 and above	 	 	 $500	 	 	 $300

Patron Membership:
$250	 	 	 $100 	 	 	 $50

Regular Membership:
$35 Couple	 	 $25 Individual	 	 	 $5 Student

Name ( s)

Address

City	 	 	 	 	 	 State	   	 	 	 Zip

Telephone	 	 	 	 	 	 Email Address

Mail with check to: WCAC, P.O. Box 446, Delavan, WI 53115. Any questions about membership can be addressed to 
Laura in Delavan at (262) 745-5588.

Walworth County Arts Council
P.O. Box 446
Delavan, WI 53115
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