
 

 

NEW OFFICERS 
 

Officers for the upcoming year are as follows: 

 

President                   Ron Pippitt 

 262-728-0458 

 

Vice President David Conrad 

 262-245-6632 

 

Secretary Libby Palmer 

 262-275-6724 

 

Treasurer Mary Kaye Merwin  

 262-740-1842 

 

Administrative Asst. Joyce Atkinson 

Newsletter Editor 262-728-3880 

 

For additional Arts Council News check out our 

website at www.walworthcountyartscouncil.org.   or 

address inquiries to: 

info@walworthcountyartscouncil.org. 
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Walworth County Arts Council 
Friends of the Arts Awards Luncheon 

 
The Red Geranium in Lake Geneva was festive for the 
FRIENDS OF THE ARTS quarterly meeting of the Arts 
Council December 4.  Over 50 people enjoyed lunch 
and entertainment by the Badger High School Jazz 
Ensemble before Calvin Kuder, Past President made 
the FRIENDS presentations. 
 
For those who know a bit of Lake Geneva history, the 
name Simeon B. Chapin immediately conjures up his 
seminal contributions to three institutions: Water Safety 
Patrol in Lake Geneva; Horticultural Hall in Lake 
Geneva and Lake Geneva YMCA.  Not as many may 
know of another equally enduring, indeed surpassing, 
contribution which Chapin made. 
 
Although he moved from Lake Geneva to New York 
City and later to North Carolina, Chapin continued a 
life-long interest in the Geneva Lake area.  In 1947 he 
established a foundation which was to yield countless 
benefits.  He was very specific in his intent.  Gifts made 
by the Foundation were to be to institutions and 
agencies which benefitted children.  All such entities 
were to be within a mile of Geneva Lake or the city of 
Lake Geneva and the villages of Fontana and Williams 
Bay.  Over the years more then $1,000,000 in gifts has 
flowed to many churches, schools and  organizations 
including Walworth County Arts Council. 
 
For this amazing record of generous support the 
Chapin Foundation is named a FRIEND OF THE 
ARTS. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured on the left are:  WCAC Past President 

Cal Kuder, Chapin Foundation Board Members, 

Martha Militello, Carolyn Gramley and Betty 

Hartnett.   

 

http://www.walworthcountyartscouncil.org/


FRIENDS of the ARTS  

For 18 years Dale Hagan and Al Gruling have arranged the 
monthly art display in the main entrance of the Government 
Center (old Courthouse) in Elkhorn with varied works of 
Walworth County artists. 

From oil, acrylic and watercolor paintings to woodcraft, 
ceramics, jewelry and stitchery, they have covered the gamut 
of creativity.  An article about the artist and his/her work along 
with a picture appeared in local newspapers each month. 

“After each artist installed his or her display, Al and I were 
always amazed at the wealth and variety of artistic talent that 
exists in just Walworth County,” said Dale.   

For this enriching volunteer endeavor, Al and Dale are named 
FRIENDS OF THE ARTS. 

 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS: 

Have your work displayed at the Government Center.  All types 
of art and crafts are welcome to keep the display varied.  You 
do not have to be a member of the Arts Council in order to 
display.   

For more information and scheduling, contact Sue Dutton 262-
728-3457 or Joyce Atkinson 262-728-3880 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from New 
President Ron Pippitt 
 
I would like to thank Lois Morava for 
her excellent service as our 
president for the past six years.  Her 
leadership has been outstanding, 
and the board is very grateful for her 
hard work. 
 
The Walworth County Arts Council 
has as its primary focus the 
encouragement of art appreciation 
in young children particularly, but for 
all people as well.  In an era of 
sports mania it is important to 
recognize artistic talent in young 
people.  Our annual award 
ceremony for students provides a 
chance for them to be “on stage” 
and be applauded for their work.  
The extensive collection of art 
reproductions is available without 
charge to art teachers (once called 
“Picture Lady”.  We sponsor artists 
and craftspeople to demonstrate 
their skills in Walworth County 
schools, as well as providing 
symphony performances. 
 
The Council also provides significant 
cash awards to student writers of 
prose and poetry with its Winning 
Words program.  In addition, college 
tuition grants of $1000 each are 
given to competition winners who 
major in the music and visual arts. 
Our occasional tours, quarterly 
meetings, and Milwaukee 
Symphony subscription program 
provide outstanding access for 
adults to enjoy arts as well.  Many of 
our members prefer not to drive long 
distances, and the Arts Council 

allows continuing access for them. 
   
Thanks for your continuing support.  
Encourage your friends to become 
members as well. 
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Presenter Cal Kuder, Dale Hagan & Al Gruling, 

Friends of the Arts Winners.  
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From the Desk of Lois Morava, 
 
You may have noticed the numerous times the word “NEW” 
is used in this NEWSletter – Officers, Board Members, 
Administrative Assistant, Friends. 
NEW does not necessarily replace “old” but it is positive, 
refreshing and upbeat.  NEW may be rather hard to accept 
at times, but as the Arts Council continues to broaden its 
scope NEW will be an important part of it. 
I think we have grown these past six years and it is due to 
the foresight, cooperation, dedication, time and hard work 
on the part of board and Arts Council members. 
Without their advice, assistance and dependability, I would 
not have succeeded and enjoyed the presidency. 
 
My best wishes to the NEW Board of Directors. 
 
 
 
 NEW BOARD MEMBERS and VETERANS 
 
Welcome to Nancy Rasmussen of Walworth and Sharon 
Ketterhagen of Fontana as new board members who will 
widen our regional base. 
 
At present Nancy is the music director of the UCC Church in 
Delavan.  She is a music educator by profession, having 
been president of the State Music Teachers Association and 
on the National Board.  Since 2002 Nancy’s focus has been 
on advocacy for the Arts and the role of all arts, not just 
music. 
 
Sharon Ketterhagen is a retired high school teacher and 
guidance counselor.  She is a volunteer in the Stephen 
Ministry, a lay, care-giving organization whose purpose is to 
“listen.”.  Sharon is co-director of the summer Fine Arts 
Camp at the UCC Church in Delavan and “dabbles” in clay 
as a hobby. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Incoming Vice President Dave Conrad 

and President Ron Pippitt.   

 

 
 

Sharon Ketterhagen and Nancy 
Rasmussen  



 

 

  

Arts Council loses a valued Friend and Board 
Member. 
 

Wally Rouse passed away of January 18, 2014. 

We are sorry to learn of the passing of a long time officer and supporter of 

the Walworth County Arts Council.  Wally served faithfully as a board 

member and Finance Officer for nearly twenty years, always willing to 

participate in discussions and to do whatever work was needed.  He retired 

from the board in December due to health problems.  Wally will be  greatly 

missed by the organization.   
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Welcome Joyce Atkinson 
It is a pleasure to welcome Joyce Atkinson as our new Administrative Assistant.  She has been a helpful Arts 

Council Member and brings 20+ year of business experience to her new position.  

Joyce will maintain membership lists, mail dues reminders, keep the website up to date and informative, 

produce the newsletter and distribute it via e mail to as many members as possible or regular mail.   

Information may be distributed also for quarterly meetings and tour announcements.   

School announcements of WCAC programs for scholarship (Art and Music), Art for Children, Elementary Art 

Show, Winning Words, Visiting Artists and Performing arts will be communicated to the proper personnel. 

Checks for membership dues, payments for quarterly meeting, Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra subscriptions 

and special tour and events should be mailed to WCAC at PO Box 446, Delavan, WI   53115. Contact Joyce 

at jatkinson619@charter.net or 262-728-3880. 

Please introduce yourself to Joyce at our next Arts Council event. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Spring Luncheon will be April 2 at the Grist Mill in East Troy.  More information as date gets closer. 

 

 

REMINDER: 
Those having MSO tickets, our next program is February 28, 2014.  The bus leaves the Elkhorn Park and Ride 

at 9:00 AM.  The program is Orion Weiss play Ravel.   

 

Lake Geneva Symphony Orchestra 
This year the WCAC is helping sponsor The School Concerts of the Lake Geneva Symphony Orchestra.  

Programs are planned for two elementary schools in East Troy and one in Elkhorn on Friday, March 7, 2014.  

The orchestra members will introduce the instrument and allow students to walk through the orchestra as it is 

playing, to get a sense of how the music comes together.   

 

mailto:jatkinson619@charter.net


Walworth County Arts Council Programs, Scholarships, and An Art Show. 
WINNING WORDS UPDATE 
 The Arts Council’s Winning Words writing competition is underway.   High school students 

throughout Walworth County and their English teachers have received the contest guidelines, and a 

reminder is about to go out indicating that the deadline for entries is April 1, 2014.  Students have the 

freedom to choose the kind of writing they would like to enter.  The competition accepts short stories, 

essays, poetry, academic writing, even song lyrics all in the hope of encouraging young people to write 

creatively and pursue excellence.  Now in its fourteenth year, the competition has proven to be very 

popular. 

 The Winning Words committee, chaired by Carol Dinsmore, also includes 

Caroline Ursprung, Robin Staudt, and Libby Palmer.  The committee, with a team of judges, will be 

working hard after April 1 to name the winners in both a poetry and a prose category, and award cash 

prizes at the Arts Council’s quarterly meeting in June. 

Some examples of last year’s entries are included in this month’s newsletter. 

 
Scholarship Programs 2014 

Arts Scholarship - 2014 
Walworth County Arts Council offers a $1,000 scholarship to a graduating Walworth County high school 

senior who plans to continue his/her training in visiual arts beyond high school.  The written application 

available on the WCAC website is due April 18.  On May 6 student applicants will submit six projects for 

judging at the UCC Church in Delavan.  One piece of artwork will be exhibited at the Geneva Lakes Art 

Association during the month of May.  The scholarship will be awarded at the June meeting of the 

WCAC.  

Music Scholarship – 2014 
WCAC also offers a $1,000 scholarship to a graduating Walworth County high school senior who is 

pursuing a career in music.  The written application is available on the website and is due April 18.  An 

audition session will be set up for the participant.  Audition date is May 6, 2014.  This scholarship will be 

awarded at the June meeting of the WCAC.  

 

Elementary Art Show 
Walworth County elementary school art teachers are given the opportunity to spotlight some of the 

outstanding artwork created by their students.  This show will be presented at the Elkhorn Area Middle 

School on Sunday,  April 6 at 1:00 PM 

The art teacher is responsible for selecting and displaying the various student projects prior to the 

beginning of the program.  At the program the art teacher will be introduced and the teacher will 

introduce each student.  Each student will receive a certificate.  The students share their work with the 

audience.  Immediately following each presentation, a school group picture will be taken.  A copy of the 

picture will be sent to the school for any publicity they wish to pursue.   

The public is invited for this program.   

 

Visiting Artists Program.   

The revitalized VISITING ARTISTS PROGRAM was very successful last spring, bringing a 

choice of artists – woodcarvers, spinner/weaver, acrylic painter, book and paper maker, stitchery 

“painter”, mixed media and photographer – to three elementary schools in Walworth County for 

a day.  This year we hope to add a basket weaver and a clown. If you have a talent and enjoy 

sharing it with school children who are inquisitive, polite, interested and fun for a day and a 

modest stipend, contact Nancy Rasmussen at nancyras01@gmail.com or Lois Morava at 245-

6138 

 

mailto:nancyras01@gmail.com


WALWORTH COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL 

New Member Application 

 
 

Benefactor  $1000 or more   $________     Sponsor $250 to $999 $__________ 

Patron  $100 - $249   $ _______           Supporter $50 to $99   $__________ 

Couple  $35    $__________                      Individual $25   $_________ 

 
 Member contributions are tax deductible.  All contributors, $50 and over, receive recognition in 

newsletters, on the website and at Arts Council events. 

 Members receive newsletters, discounted trips and quarterly meetings  The WCAC, established in 

1968, is a 501(c)3 recognized organization. 

 

 

Title (Mr./Mrs./MS, etc. ________Name(s)_________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State Zip ___________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone ________________________   E-mail address____________________________ 

 

Mail check to WCAC, PO Box 446, Delavan, WI   53115.  Any questions can be addressed to  

Joyce Atkinson at 262-728-3880  or    info@WalworthCountyArtsCouncil.org. 

 
Please join us by volunteering for any of the committees shown below.  Circle the one or more below and you 

will be contacted. 

□Art for Children       □Elementary Arts      □Membership      □Performing Artists  

□Quarterly Meetings      □ Newsletters        □ Visiting Artist         □Tours 

 

 

 
 
 


